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‘With Christ as our guide, we inspire and thrive’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

At Sacred Heart Primary School, we are committed to developing confident, fluent, and 
motivated readers from the Early Years through to the end of Key Stage Two. Our 
approach to reading is underpinned by educational research, particularly the EEF 
Reading House model, and is designed to ensure that all pupils become skilled and 
enthusiastic readers. 
 
Our reading strategy is built on the following key components: 
 

• Systematic Phonics Teaching 
In Early Years and Key Stage One, we use the Supersonic Phonics Friends 
programme to provide high-quality, systematic phonics instruction. As pupils 
progress, phonics teaching is supported by the Pathways to Spell programme to 
consolidate and extend their word recognition and spelling knowledge. 
 

• Mastery Reading Approach 
We follow the Pathways to Read programme from Year 1 to Year 6. This scheme 
promotes comprehension and vocabulary development through exposure to high-
quality texts and carefully structured lessons, ensuring depth of understanding 
across all reading domains. 

 
• Independent and Guided Reading 

Pupils access a range of individual, group, and whole-class reading experiences 
tailored to their needs. These include guided reading sessions, book-led 
discussions, and opportunities for sustained independent reading. 
 

• Assessment and Intervention 
Reading progress is tracked through regular assessments, including phonics 
screening, Accelerated Reader data, and formative teacher assessments. 
Targeted interventions are put in place to support pupils who need additional help, 
including those with SEND. 

 
• Reading for Pleasure 

We promote a love of reading by creating a vibrant reading culture. This includes 
dedicated reading spaces, storytelling sessions, book clubs, and school-wide 
events such as World Book Day. Pupils are encouraged to choose texts they 
enjoy and to share their reading experiences with peers. 
 

• Parental Engagement 
We work in close partnership with parents and carers to support reading at home. 
This includes regular communication through reading diaries, parent workshops, 
and guidance on effective home reading practices. 
 
 

• Ongoing Monitoring and Evaluation 
The English subject leader monitors the quality of reading instruction and pupil 
progress across the school. Through regular reviews, lesson observations, and 
pupil voice activities, we ensure our provision remains responsive and effective. 
 

Through these strategies, we aim to instil a lifelong love of reading, support academic 
success, and prepare our pupils to thrive in their future learning and lives. 
 
 


