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Chaplaincy News

Along with people around the world, the school marked Holocaust
Memorial Day last week. Each year the Holocaust Memorial Trust
runs an education programme for hundreds of sixth form students,
which includes a visit to Auschwitz. The three St Mary’s students who
attended this year, Jeyda, Ruby and Josh, wrote a sensitive and
moving assembly which they presented very successfully to each
year group in the school. Many thanks to these three students, and
to Miss Barrett, who organises the programme for the school and
supported the students.

This week, Mrs Brahms has been leading assemblies on the theme of
‘answering the call’, which has included some powerful Ignatian
meditation where pupils have imagined themselves being present
when Christ called Peter and Andrew, James and John to be the first
apostles.

Lent is now fast approaching, with Ash Wednesday falling on the 14th

of February. The school will be making a big effort to support CAFOD 
as part of our Lenten observance this year, with the Big Lent Walk 
available for everyone to take part in and support. Mrs Brahms is also 
very bravely planning to walk 100km of the Camino pilgrimage route 
to Santiago de Compostela in northern Spain. More details of how to 
support will follow.

Deacon Paul
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Lent

Lent begins 14th February (Ash Wednesday) this year and we have lots of exciting

plans to celebrate it in school. Lent is the forty day period which leads up to

Easter. It’s a time for Christians to pray more, to fast and to give charity.

The day before is Shrove Tuesday, more commonly known as Pancake Tuesday.

Pupils in Key Stage 3 will be invited to take part in pancake races – each form will

be asked to provide a team of five pupils to participate. There will be a

Champions Breakfast with Mrs. Brahms on the Friday morning to celebrate the

winning team from each year group.

On Ash Wednesday all pupils will attend a service in school. The focus of this

service will be about love, as Ash Wednesday falls on Valentine’s day this year.

Throughout Lent, all pupils and their families are invited to take part in the

CAFOD Big Lent Walk which aims to raise funds for the charity CAFOD, which

works with people in developing countries. Pupils are asked to pledge a number

of kilometres that they will walk during Lent and to ask for sponsorship for family

and friends. They can be sponsored through this link:

https://schools.walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/st-marys-astley-community-

fundraising Our target is to walk 500km as a school and to raise £1000. Keep an

eye on the web page for updates.

As well as time to pray in forms, as we always do, pupils will be invited to attend

extra opportunities for prayer during their free time. Please keep our school

community in your prayers during Lent.

Dear Parents,

Over the past fortnight, as part of our behaviour curriculum rooted in the
principles 'Ready, Respectful and Safe,' we have had a renewed focus on corridor
and yard behaviours, to ensure all pupil behaviour meets St Mary’s expectations.

Our expectations are outlined in the Student Code of Conduct but we have been
ever more explicit about these. We expect everyone to: walk sensibly along
corridors, respecting each others' space and following the one way systems.
There is no place for jostling; horse-play or not respecting others. Individuals
have been recognised for their positive contributions.

Attendance and punctuality continue to be a key focus in school as well as
nationally. Please ensure your child does not miss out on form time as they are
missing valuable life lessons and key important messages to enable them to
flourish in school. The school's attendance target is 97%. If you need any further
support with attendance, please do not hesitate to ask.

https://schools.walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/st-marys-astley-community-fundraising
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Children’s Mental Health 
Awareness Week 

Children’s mental health week 
takes place from 5th – 11th 
February and the theme this 
year is ‘My Voice Matters’ 
which links in with our school 
idea of ‘Together We Can’. 

My voice matters is about 
empowering young adults by 
providing them with 
opportunities to express 
themselves. 

In school and sixth form next 
week we will be exploring 
mental health in form and 
curriculum for life lessons to 
ensure students know where 
they can find support. 

Please also find attached 
some top tips for 
parents/carers from Place2be 
around talking to your child 
about their mental health. 
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Help for All

St Mary’s does not wish for any 
student to be disadvantaged as a 
result of financial issues. We 
recognise that the current cost of 
living crisis is difficult for ALL. We believe that the best thing for all 
children is a quality education and we will do what we can to help.

Please use this link to find out whether you are eligible for free 
school meals: https://www.wigan.gov.uk/Resident/Benefit-
Grants/Free-school-meals.aspx Should your child get free schools 
meals then the school gets extra financial assistance and can help 
with the cost of uniform, trips and music tuition. 

In addition we have our weekly school foodbank up and running 
for all of our community to access whether or not your child is on 
free school meals. Parents can collect essential store cupboard 
items from 3:00pm-4:00pm every Tuesday in term time. To access 
the provision we ask that parents report to Student Services and 
bring your own carrier bag.

Through our Family and Pastoral Liaison officer we also have links 
with a range of organisations that can help with household items 
should you be struggling to afford them. Please use 
timetotalk@st-maryshigh.wigan.sch.uk to discuss needs even if 
they aren’t mentioned here. 

In case of emergencies, please always ring 999.

https://www.wigan.gov.uk/Resident/Benefit-Grants/Free-school-meals.aspx
mailto:timetotalk@st-maryshigh.wigan.sch.uk
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Foundation Governor Vacancy

The school currently has a vacancy for a foundation governor and we 

would like to bring this to the attention of any parents who are practising 

Catholics. The information below provides more information about this 

very rewarding role which helps to drive the strategic direction of the 

school, as well as drive high standards in education and personal 

development for our children. Please do consider the role. We are keen 

to increase diversity within all aspects of our school community, and 

would particularly welcome applicants from ethnic minority groups and 

those with particular skills in finance and business.



Ava

Archdiocese of Liverpool
Becoming a Foundation Governor 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Who can become a Foundation Governor? 
Any practising Catholic over the age of 18 can become a Foundation Governor. 

How do I apply to become a Foundation Governor? 
Historically, Foundation Governor appointments in primary schools have been made following 
nomination of the parish priest and in secondary schools by nomination of the chair of the 
governing body in consultation with the dean/parish priest. This will continue in future but 
recruitment will not be restricted only to those so nominated. The opportunity to serve as a 
Foundation Governor, whether approached individually or self-motivated to apply, exists and all 
potential applicants are required to complete an application form. The form and further information 
on the application process is available on the Archdiocese website via the following link: 
http://www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/schools/Foundation- Governors 

How do I prove I’m a practising Catholic? 
You will, as part of the application process, need to provide contact details for the Priest of the 
parish or 
chaplaincy in which you regularly worship in order that the Episcopal Vicar may take up a reference 
verifying your Catholic practice. 

What is the role of the Governing Body? 
A governing board has three core functions for its school, as set out in the 2014 Department for 
Education’s Governors’ Handbook: 
• Setting the strategic direction. 
• Holding the headteacher to account for the educational performance of the school. 
• Ensuring financial health, probity and value for money. • Know and implement the Bishop’s 
policies on education, including Religious education 
• Understand and promote the distinctive nature of Catholic education. 

What is the role of a Foundation Governor? 
• Act for the good of Catholic education as a whole within the archdiocese and secure the long-term 
future of Catholic education. 

What is the time commitment? 
The average Foundation Governor role will attend four full governor meetings per year and serve on 
at least one committee. You will also be encouraged to attend free training sessions. 

What are safeguarding checks? 
As a requirement of the appointment process, all governors, regardless of category, will be required 
to consent to the carrying out of any appropriate checks, including Disclosure and Barring Service 
checks in respect of eligibility/suitability to be appointed as a school governor. 

Is training and support available for Foundation Governors? 
The Archdiocese delivers a variety of training courses for Governors at Catholic schools. Information 
on forthcoming courses, along with a booking form, is available on our website at 
http://www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/schools/Governor-Training 
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Key Stage 4 News

Year 11 have had an exciting day of taster lessons. They have been in the Sixth 
Form today experiencing the common room, the study room, a range of lessons 
delivered by our Post 16 specialist team and of course the Coffee Stop! Feedback 
has been really positive and we can’t wait to see them for their interviews on 
either the 12th or 13th February (watch your emails for information).
A reminder that our next set of mocks are on their way and students should be 
asking as many questions of their subject specialists as they can.
Year 10 are busy looking at their Work Experience at the moment and their 
Careers interviews are starting up as well. Parents will get notification when the 
interviews have taken place so that you can have those valuable conversations at 
home.
Thursday next week sees the Year 10 Parents’ Evening. This runs from 4.30-
7.00pm and we strongly encourage students to attend with their parents. Make 
sure to ask staff questions about what is going well as well as what the steps are 
that can be taken for further improvements.

Key Stage 3 News
Year 9’s have been attending a week of presentations from different subject 
areas to help them with the options process, their behaviour and conduct has 
been exemplary.
This week we have also been busy meeting with students to listen to their voice 
on all things rewards so as a school we can move to be one where all students 
feel that they have been recognised for their academic and personal 
achievements. 

Key Stage 5 News
Sixth Form Taster Day
Year 11 students have spent the day in the sixth form to sample life in college. 
They chose five of the thirty subjects we offer to try and had the opportunity to 
spend the day as a sixth form student and use all the facilities.
The students were excellent, stepping up to the demands of college learning and 
interacting in all their lessons. This will be a really helpful experience for them as 
they decide on the correct courses to ensure success in our sixth form next year.

St. Mary’s Sixth Form celebrate the best results in the local area!
The Department of Education have published performance data for all sixth form 
colleges based on last summer’s results. We are very proud to see us at the top 
of this in some of the key measures for our results. It is these results that give 
our sixth form students the best possible options on the successful completion 
of their studies with us.
Further information can be found here All schools and colleges in Wigan - Compare 
school and college performance data in England - GOV.UK (compare-school-
performance.service.gov.uk)

https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/schools-by-type?step=default&table=schools&region=359&geographic=la&for=16to18&orderby=ks5.0.PTAAB_2FAC&orderdir=asc
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In sports news, the Key Stage 3 Girls Rugby team took part in a festival this 
week and won 2 games and drew 1! This is great progress since their last 
competition.  The Key Stage 4 Girls Rugby team also have a festival in 2 weeks’ 
time.

The Year 10 Rugby team have a fixture against Saint Peter and Paul Catholic 
High School in Widnes this week and the Year 11 Football final has been 
scheduled for Monday 12th February. 

Congratulation to all involved and we wish everyone luck in their upcoming 
matches.

The new Cheerleading club is also up and running and numbers have increased 
since the first week which is great to see! 

Co-Curricular Information

The new Spring co-curricular programme is up and running and students are 
attending well. We are excited that we also have a new club:

KS3 Movie Club (Years 7, 8 and 9)
When: Every Tuesday 3pm-4pm
Where: G2
Info: Bring your own snacks
Next show: 6th Feb 2024
Next film: Guardians of the Galaxy

A massive well done to two of 
our Year 9 students, Francesca 
and Miley who represented 
Greater Manchester in their 
match against Lancashire in the 
Schools’ County Cup. St Mary’s 
were the only school with two
players part of the team! 
Greater Manchester won the 
game 3-1; they are unbeaten 
and are currently only two 
games away from securing a 
place in the semi-final!
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Year 11 Drama Examinations
Our Year 11 Drama students have just completed Component 3, Texts in Practice 
of their GCSE examination. This constitutes 20% of their overall grade. This 
process includes two live performances of a chosen text to the examiner. The 
students commitment to their work over the past few months has been 
absolutely outstanding. They have been rehearsing during lunch times and after 
school, where they are given the opportunity to develop their work. The 
behaviour and focus during the exam was exemplary and they were a real credit 
to the school. Students supported each other in the arrangement of set and 
lighting cues, giving them an insight into the industry working as a theatre 
company. Thank you to Mr Johnson for supporting with lighting and tech during 
the examination.

Chinese New Year Celebrations
St Mary's was proud to host Chinese New Year with the Confucius classroom on 
Tuesday. The event took part after school with a fantastic attendance of both 
staff and students. The Mandarin department planned lots of activities with 
guest appearances that included a Kung Fu masterclass, all in preparation for 
the upcoming Chinese New Year celebrations. 
All of our students were a credit to our school community, and a special 
mention to our fantastic volunteers who were exemplary in leading activities. 
Our staff became waiters as they served Chinese delicacies for everyone to 
enjoy. We are already looking forward to next year’s celebrations. 
We are planning more events with the Confucius department and this will be 
communicated soon. Please remember we also have our lunch club activities 
Wednesday- Friday, and students should feel free to join!
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Young minds are the UK’s leading charity fighting for children and 

young people’s mental health.

They are calling on Chancellor Jeremy Hunt to #FundTheHubs by 

announcing a national roll out of early mental health support hubs 

in the Spring Budget on 6 March and they have written  an open 

letter to him.

The letter has been co-signed by charities and celebrities and 

they would like to ask for your support by adding your name to the 

letter via this link: an open letter

Further information about this campaign and the Young minds 

organisation can be found at: https://www.youngminds.org.uk/

https://youngminds.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5c889624b166d3d24a24424d4&id=d71e13120a&e=7ad1f7c9db
https://youngminds.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5c889624b166d3d24a24424d4&id=d71e13120a&e=7ad1f7c9db
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/

